EXISTENCE   AND   REALITY
realm of existence, we treat the sensations only as existence, we
lose all basis for the formulation of the criterion of truth and
falsity. For sensations, simply as sensations, do not differ from
each other; and there can be no distinction between true and
false sensations, if the objects which they form are not distin-
guished into true and false objects; and true and false objects are
existent and non-existent objects. The distinction between true
and false objects is thus transferred to the sensations. The sensa-
tions by themselves cannot be a ground for the distinction.
Hegel drew a peculiar distinction between existence and
reality, not generally adopted by the Western philosophical
tradition. Existence is, for him, the world of interconnected
things, while Reality is a lower category which is opposed to
Negation. The Absolute, again, is the highest category that
includes every other category. And because it is the highest
all-inclusive category, we may say that the Absolute is both
Existence and Being, the lowest category with which his dialectic
starts. But the reverse cannot be true in the same sense. The
Western idealist would, in general, call the Absolute by the name
Reality, and attribute existence to the phenomenal world. As is
evident, we are not adopting the distinction drawn by Hegel; we
are for using existence, reality, and being in the same sense, as
otherwise we shall land in confusion.
We get the conception of the Absolute only in trying to under-
stand the phenomenal world. Even among the objects of sense-
perception we distinguish between real existence and seeming
existence, that is, between existence and non-existence, between
reality and unreality. The distinction, therefore, between reality
and existence is arbitrary and unreal. We set on the task of
philosophy in order to distinguish true existence from false
existence. False existence is really no existence, it is the true
existence that is existence. Anything that appears Jike another
thing is not really the latter. A false elephant is no elephant; and
only the true one is an elephant. The division of existence into
true and false is really no classification of existence; it is the
division into existence and non-existence. Only because both the
object of illusion and the true object appear to us as existing are
we obliged to use the words true existence and false existence.
Here there is another confusion: this false existence, which we
usually call non-existence, is in fact not the non-existence which
belongs to an imaginary object like a sky-flower. The imaginary is
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